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1. Name

historic Grove Eistoric District (A part of the Multiple Rescurce Nomination of
. West Whiteland Township)

and.or common H{A

2. Location

515,501,500,49%9,485,471,450~-West Boot Road; 1402,1404,1410-South Whitford
street & number Road. A small cluster of homes at the intersection of !H/A not for publication

Eoot (15093) and S. Whitford (15094) Roads.

city, town West Whiteland Township MiA vicinity of
state Pennsylvania code 42 county Chester code 29
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
X__ district —— public X occupied —— agricuiture ——. museum
— — building(s) _X private — unoccupied —— commercial —  park
— structure — both —— work in progress — educational X private residence
___ site Public Acquisition Accessible —_ entertainment X religious
— object }/A_in process X yes: restricted — government .. scientific
I+ being considered — yes: unrestricted — industrial —— transportation
—.no — Mmilitary — . other:

4. Owner of Property

name Multiple (See Continuation Sheet)

street & number

city, town West Whiteland WA vicinity of state  Fennsylvania

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Recorder of Deeds/Chester County Courthouse

street & number Market and EHigh Streets

city, town West Chester state Pennsylvania

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titte Chester County Historic Sites Survey pag this property been determined eligible? ___yes = no

date 1979-1941 — federal ___ state _:‘_{___county — local

depositary for survey records  Chester County Historical Society

city, town West Chester state Pennsylvania




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

X _ excellent ___ deteriorated _X._ unaltered _X original site

X good ____ruins _X_ altered ___ moved date KiA
—— ftair - unexposed

Describe the present and original {if known) physical appearance

The Grove Historiec District is representative of a 19th century crossroads wvillage.
It conslsts of ten contributing structures, one of which 1s the Grove Methodist Epis-
copal Church, a cemetery and one intrusion. The cluster of buildings which cowmprises
the Grove Historic District is located around the intersection of Boot and Whitford
Roads in the southwest corner of West Whiteland Township. Despite rapid suburban
growth throughout the Township in the last few decades, Grove alone has retained its
village character and appeal.

Although the buildings are compactly grouped and the intersection now heavily
trafficked, Grove's rural quality persists. Contributing to this is the Grove Cemetery
which occupies over eight acres in the southwest corner of the hamlet. In additiem,
mature trees, one of which is a large oak dating back to the village's origins, dot
the area. The houses, plain, practical and amply porched, are at home in their cross-
roads setting. ' Appropriately, the architectural and cultural focal point of the dis-
trict is the Methodist Church (present building, 1888}, distinguished from other
nearby structures by its Gothic styling, cut serpentine stone construction, stained
glass, and steep slate roof. The integrity of this group of 19th century buildings
is complete.

A variety of historic uses and vernacular interpretations are represented within
the village. Dwellings which doubled as shops and stores are built of frame and stone
and generally date from the first half of the 19th century. Grove's one room school-
house (1870) of stuccoed stone is currently used by the Grove Church as a sexton's
residence. The old general store is now'a dwelling, as is the Grove Tavern, a popular
drover's stop on the Boot  Road "for over 60 years. The Grove Church, built in the
Gothic mode, is the third building on its site. Theé adjacent cemetery has been
enlarged several times since its establishment in the late 18th century, and the
progressions from a '"thickly settled” plot to a grave yard cf deliberate design is
evident. ' :

The overall architéctural quality of the buildings within the hamlet is harmonious.
The pivotal structures - the church, inn, school and parsonage — are noteworthy exam-
ples of regional architectural traditions. Although the buildings in Grove are con-
structed of varying materials and represent several uses, they are unified by common
setback, scale, and orientation to the intersection.

The construction of a Methodist meeting house in 1783 near the intersection of
Whitford and Boot (an early route from Downingtown to Chester) Roads was the primary
factor behind Grove's origins. A strong Methodist community subsequently became
egtablished in the vicinity. Grove appears to have been entirely settled and built
by Methodists. One of its first structures was a log house built by George Given
between 1796 and 1798 where the Grove Tavern later stood. The village grew during
the first half of the 19th century to include a store, blacksmith and wheelwright
shops, the Tavernm, the Church, a school and a few dwellings on small lots. Despite
the apparent willingness of large landowners to sell 'building lots", Grove failed
to expand or develop further and by 1843 its post office was closed. The village's
present configuration closely conforms to its mid-19th century appearance, although
a few buildings, such as the blacksmith and wheelwright shops and an older school
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have been demolished,and the church rebuilt. Those buildings that remain have been
prudantly maintained; few have been "restored.'" The Methodist influence continues
to be strong and the congregation is justifiably proud of its history and mindful
of its old builldings.

Grove is one of the last remaining crossrcad villages along the old Boot Road,
It is the only historic district to have been identified in West Whiteland Township
following a comprehensive historic sites survey. Although small, Grove retains
all of its key historic structures which are certainly enhanced by their integrity
of setting.

The contributing sites and structures consist of two small frame houses (Map #1,2),
an old store (Map #3), the Grove Parsonage (Map #4), the Grove School (Map #5), the
Grove M.E. Church and Cemetery (Map #6,7), the Grove Tavern (Map #8), and two 19th
century dwellings on So. Whitford Road (Map #9,11).

Inventory

Map #1 Boyer/Blacksmith House

Location: North side of Boot Reoad (#5315) opposite Grove Inn.

Description: «¢. 1800; rectangular, two story, frame; measures 20'x20' in
foundation; full basement with log joists; wing extending east over a crawl
space only, giving total width of 28'9"; stuccoed exterior concealing seam
line of addition; central stone rectangular chimney pile located 2/3 dis-
tance from west foundation wall (12%'); shed-roofed kitchen additicm in
northeast corner with well underneath; central chimney serving two fireplaces
on first floor; attic showing pegged rafters marked with roman numerals;
evidence of cedar shake roof; two rooms and kitchen downstairs; three rooms
‘upstairs on original floor plan and of original materials; evidence of
winding stairway adjacent to chimney pile on north wall. A modern garage/
workshop 1s also on the property.

Map #2 Boyer/Speakman House

Location: Northwest corner of intersection, oriented to Boot Road (#501).
Description: c¢. 1833; rectangular, two story frame, hall-parlor plan; two
story major wing containing moderm kitchen off north wall; chimneys flush
with gable wall; rectangular stone fireplace support; cooking fireplace with
crane and original mantle, lst floor, east side; smaller fireplace with
warming cupboards, 1lst floor, west side; stairway running straight course

to second floor showing vertical, beaded paneling; up and down saw marks

on joists; currently tin roof with box cornice.
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Map #2 (cont.)

One acre lot purchased by Riter Boyer and his brother in 1833 for $50.00
from Benjamin Green of West Goshen; each held % interest until 1859; fre-
quently advertised for rent for a tradesman; in the 1870's owned by

W. H. Speakman, a carpenter.

Map #3 Grove Store

Location: Northeast corner of intersection, oriented to Boot Road (#499).
Description: c. 1820-1840; wing 1869; rectangular, two story, frame; stone
foundation under long and narrow core; up and down saw marks on joists;
1869 wing with circular saw marks and butt joints in attic; small area of
foundation projects south from core - appears olderyfeaturing log joists.

The store was advertised for rent by Riter Boyer in 1849 and frequently
thereafter. In 1856 an ad noted the store was frame and the adjoining
storekeeper's house stone. Some of its storekeepers were: S. L. Fisher
(1868), Ruel Speakman (1869), Mahlon Hoffecker (1887), and Charles Ganer
(1893).

Map #4 Grove Parsonage

Location: North side of Boot Road (#485); west of intersection.
Description: c¢. 1B20-1840; rectangular, two story stuccoed stone; two

room center-hall plan; chimneys on each gable end on rectangular fireplace
supports; up and down saw marks on joists in full basement; symmetrically
molded trim; warming cupboards adjacent to fireplace; arched window with
keystone on second level lights stalrway; finished attic with original, wide
floor boards; rounded window reveals throughout; original trim, 6/2 paneled
doors, Federal-style fanlight, etc.; frame kitchen addition off northwest
corner over crawl space only,

Originally the storekeeper's dwelling; rented out by Riter Boyer; acquired
by Samuel Tennis and sold to Grove Methodist Church as a parsconage in 1868
replacing a frame house purchased for same use in 1857 on Boot Road; still
in use as a parsonage.

Map #5 Grove School

Location: North side of Boot Road (#471); west of intersection.
Description: Datestone 1870; rectangular, one and one half stories; three
bays wide; stuccoed stone; full basement; entrance centered on gable end
above which are a pointed arch window and 1870 datestone giving names of
Directors of Common School; wood shake roof; dormers date to 1940's.

In 1871 Pearce Qaks sold a lot to Directors of Common School; Grove Lyceum
held here in 1879, 1882-1884; acquired by Cemetery Association in 1942 as
the Sexton's residence.
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Map #6 Grove Methodist Church

Location: South side of Boot Road adjacent to cemetery.

Description: 1888; approximately L-shaped Gothic style church - its plans
probably derived from a pattern book (The Radford Ideal Homes, 8th Edition,
1904, p. 107.); cut green serpentine stone; tower with dual entrances and
bracketed slate-roofed spire located in bend of L; pointed arch used in
stained glass windows, door openings and belfry windows; patterned slate roof
and slate gables (one of which has been covered with vertical siding); carved
barge board trim with pendents.

Church constructed in 1888 of green serpentine stone hauled by Shoemaker and
Robinson from the Brinton Quarry in Westtown; Contractor: H. Morgan Ruth and
R. T. Meredith; cost: $7,000; renovated in 1923; the third Methodist Church
on the site.

Map #7 Grove Cemetery

Location: South side of Boot Road, adjacent to the Church.
Description: Burying ground for Grove Methodist Church, contains remains
of most of the early Grove area family members.

Map #8 Grove Tavern

Location: South side of Boot Road (#500).

Description: ¢. 1319, 1873; 1873 wing replaced log "core" built by George
Given c¢. 1798; stone section built on side hall plan; full basement, wood
shake roof, chimney west gable end; datestone missing near quarter round
garrett windows; eight-paneled door, matching reveal, four light transom
light above; original woodwork, floors, hardware-excellent integrity.

Known as "Mamy Shade's Tavern," Sign of the Grove, The Grove, and Grove
Tavern; described as early as 1822 as "a commodious stone building nearly
new'; after 1840 the only public house between Downingtown and the Boot
Tavern,a distance of seven miles; accommodated the "lime teams and travel
in general'; licensed tavern from 1808-1871; sold to George Hoffman in 1871

and old "bar-room" torn down and replaced by existing frame section.
Map #9 Samuel Fisher House

Location: West side of Whitford Road, north of intersection.

Description: ¢, 1860-1890, rectangular, two story frame; stuccoed exterior;
main entrance centered on gable end; overhanging eaves, dormer windows, jig-
saw details, etc.

Reputedly used briefly as a store; wagon house on property appears much older,
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Map #10 Intrusion

Location: West side of Whitford Road (#1404), north of intersection.
This property does not contribute to the Grove Historic District.

Map #11 John Fisher House

Location: West side of Whitford Road, north of intersection.
Description: 1840; T-shaped, two story, stuccoed stone; front poerch
(enclosed) on stone piers; minor additions to rear.

Owned in 2nd half 19th century by John Fisher, listed as wagonmaker 1884-
1897 and prominent member of Grove Methedist Church.



-

8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

___ prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture ____ religion

—_1400~1499 ___ archeoiogy-historic —__ conservation — law —___ science

— 1500-1599 ____ agriculture — . economics —— literature —___ sculpture

___1600~1699 _X__ architecture ____ education ___ military —_ social/

— . 1700-1799 ___ art —— engineering — music humanitarian

—X. 1800-1899 ____ commerce . X__ exploration/settlement __ philosophy —_ theater

— . 1900~ —_ communications — industry —— politics/government ____ transportation
_..— invention _.—. other (specity)

Specific dates N/A Builder/Architect  NA

Statement of Significance {in one paragraph)

The village of Grove originally developed as a settlement for members of the
Methodist sect in the 1770's but quickly grew to become an economic and social center
for a growing community and the surrounding agricultural areas. The pattern of
initial religious settlement followed by economic growth and prosperity that was based
on non-religious activities is a common one in Pennsylvania. As an example of a
cross~roads community dating from the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the
Grove Historic District is eligible under criterion A as a well preserved example of
this type of community. The district is also eligible under criterion C for the
collection of eighteenth and nineteenth century buildings in the community that both
reflect the initial development of the cross-roads and the high aspirations of its
members as reflected in the 1888 Gothic-Revival Church.

Unlike many early hamlets, Grove failed to expand beyond its modest origins, nor
has its integrity been-diminished by modern development or road recomstruction. It
appears much as it did during its so-called "peak" which occurred towards the middle
of the nineteenth century. By this time the village offered most of the essential
services to neighboring farmers and travelers - a general store, blacksmith, wheelwright,
school, church and the diversion of a tavern. it continued.to function as. a small
rural service center through the end of. the nineteenth century.

The village at Grove is located in an area known .as the "Bnrren Ridge" and was
the last region within the township to be settled. By the early 1770" s, a group
of GCerman immigrants had settled in the area and were issued legal patents for the
land. George Hoffman, an 2arly and leading settler in the Grove area,. emigrated
from the Palatinate region of Germany in 1754 during the peak of German immigration
to Philadelphia. It was not until 1774 that the Nicholas Boyers, another prominent
Grove family, arrived from Germany at the Port of Philadelphia. Germans had begun
to settle in the township after 1740 but their number was small and by 17635 amounted
to only 8% of the population in the township. The apparent reason for the influx of
Germans into a predominantly Welsh/English area was the unclaimed land around Grove.
Having arrived later than the Welsh and English waves of immigration, the Germans
took up the only land remaining close to the major population center of Philadelphia,
the less desirable and less productive land. While it might be assumed that all
available land would be claimed, as late as 1760, Chester County officials reported
that 44% of their land area remained umnsettled. (1)

Grove is additionally significant as an area of Methodist settlement. Its early
landowners, particularly the Hoffman and Boyer families, figured prominently in the
development of the first Methodist church of Chester County, and the village remained

KkFk
(1) Sara L. Matthews "German Settlement of Northern Chester County in the 18th
Century." Pennsylvania Folklife, (Summer 1978, XXVII:4).
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strongly Methodist into the 20th century. The Grove M.E. Church is recognized as the
oldest society in Chester County continued from its first formation and one of the
oldest in the Philadelphia Conference.

John Wesley's Methodism (founded 1739) reached American shores im the 1760's.
The first American Methodist Society was formed in 1766 in New York by a colony of
Germans. Two years later a mission was opened in Philadelphia and in 1773 the first
Philadelphia Conference was held. Ten circuit preachers then branched out inte the
provinces to spread the tenets of the new religion. A group formed under Richard
Webster in the Great Valley. George Hoffman, became a life-long member who donated
land for the site of the church. He has been recognized as the first Methodist in
Chester County. The Goshen or Valley Meeting became known as the Grove Meeting after
a permanent meeting house was built on land he provided in 1784.

There have been three Methodist churches built at Grove since 1783. Prior te this,
meetings were held in homes and a log school. The first, known as the "Old Stone.
Chapel", was 30x40 feet with doors on the north, south, and west (front) sides. This
building had an end gallery on the west and a tub pulpit opposite. In 1844 a new church
was erected on the site of two and one-half stories in stuccoed stone. The entrance
was to the south, away from Boot Road, later regarded as a "mistake.” 1In 1888, this
church was replaced by the existing building of Gothic styling in the then fashionable
green serpentine stone.

The church expanded and matured throughout the 19th century. In 1828 the Sunday
School was established. In 1843 the Grove Circuit was formed and in 1867 Grove became
a Station. Always proud of its history, Grove sponsored the 1873 Centennial on the
Introduction of Methodism.

The church dominated the village physically, spiritually and culturally. 1In 1857
it acquired a parsonage west of the village but in 1863 bought a house within the
village (Map #4) for that purpose. The church purchased the former Grove School
in 1942 for use as a sexton's residence.

The church was used by local residents as a meeting hall for Temperance Society
(1849), the Grove Lyceum (1880's), and other groups. It was quite literally the
center of the community.

The Grove Cemetery expanded several times since its late 18th century establish-
ment to now comprise over 8 acres. The first enlargement was made in 1813 on land
obtained from John Boyer, and in 1851 one half acre was purchased from Riter Boyer.
Other parcels were added in 1867 and 1907. The 1867 addition was carefully laid out
in lots with walks and a center plot. In 1891 the stone wall was repaired and par-
tially rebuilt and superfluous trees were removed. The cemetery is the resting
place for the remains of many early Grove and area residents, along them the Hoffmans,
Boyers, Whites, and Merediths.
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Grove was a small but essential commercial center catering to the needs of the
farmer and traveler alike.

The earliest mention of a commercial enterprise in the village, other than the
Grove Tavern, is in 1819 when Alexander Brooks announced his intention of opening
a hatting business in a house near the tavern. The fate of this business has not
been determined, but it is known that a general store coperated in Grove for over
50 years. The store (Map #3) seems to have been first owned by Riter Boyer. Despite
his repeated attempts to sell or rent the store and a stone dwelling from the 1840's
through 1850's he was unable to dispose of the property until 1860. Later owners
and storekeepers were S. L. Fisher, Ruel Speakman, Mahlon Hoffecker and Charles
Ganer.

A number of blacksmiths and wheelwrights worked at Grove, prior to 1862 in proper-
ties rented from Riter Boyer. After Boyer's death in that year, his extensive holdings
in the area were broken up to settle his estate. An 1862 sale notice implies that
the frame house opposite the Grove Tavern (Map #l) was the dwelling adjacent to which
were the blacksmith and wheelwright shops. John Fisher ran a wheelwright shop in
Grove during the 1880's. William White, James Maroney and George Maxton were among the
blacksmiths who worked at Grove.

By far Grove's most successful commercial establishment was the Grove Tavern
(Map #8),.a landmark on the Boot Road throughout the 1%th century. It so dominated
the village that, according to Pinkowski, author of Chester County Place Names,
Grove was once known as ''"Mamy Shade's Tavern" in reference to Mary Shade who ran the
Tavern between 1816 and 1826. The first liquor license was obtained by Isaac Few,
a Cordwainer and later an innkeeper, in 1808. Licenses were renewed annually until
1871 under the names of Grove Tavern, Sign of the Grove, and the Grove Sun. Conard
Shearer and later his wife operated the tavern between 1836 and 1871. The popularity
of the tavern is attested by the contents of varicus inventories filed at the Chester
County Courthouse which lists barrels, casks (empty and full) kegs, bar and contents,
draught, and numerous chairs, tablecloths, bedding, etc.

Grove was a religious, commercial and finally cultural/educational center.

An early school of log coustruction was established prior to the building of the
""01d Stone Chapel' inthe late 18th century. Here some of the first meetings of the
Grove Methodist Church were held. A second school was begun in 1856 in a building sold
by Riter Boyer to the Directors of the Common School on the south side of Boot Road
and east of the church. In 1856 mention is made of the rather unusual existence
of two schools at Grove, '"the scholars. being divided by merit." At that time the schools
at Grove were thought to offer one of the best educations in the County. By 1873 there
was a new school at Grove which seems to have replaced the earlier two. The Grove
Schoeol was also the headquarters of the Grove Lyceum and Literary Society in the
1880's and numerous functions of a social nature were held there. It had an average
attendance of approximately 30 pupils. The scheool was used until 1941 and in 1942
was sold to the Grove M.E. Church.
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The structures in the Grove Historic District are for the most part a collection
of vernacular buildings built for either commercial or speculative reaons. The one
exception is the Grove Methodist Episcopal Church which is similar in design to
Gothic-Revival churches depicted in late nineteenth century pattern books. These
books by practicing architects enabled groups like the Grove congregation or even
private individuals to have a high style popular building without the expense of
securing a unique set of plans from an architect.

The rest of the buildings are firmly rooted in local building traditions with
brace-framed upper floors and stone foundation walls. The stone walls in the foun-
dations are readily observed in the basements. They are laid in a loose lime and
sand mortar. The stones are small, wostly flat and are not the masive dry laid walls
often associated with southeast Pennsylvania architecture. They are more similar to
the light stone walls often seen in buildings further to the south of southern New
Castle County, Delaware and Cecil County, Maryland where stone is not so plentiful.

The floor plans of all except two of the buildings reflect current trends of
the nineteenth century with their use of balanced facades and corresponding interiors.
The Boyer/Blacksmith House (Map #1) shows the German influence of members of the
founding families of the community. The 3 room interior chimmey plan so often seen
further to the west is rare in central Chester County and helps to point ocut the slow
adoption of changes in the interior arrangement of dwelling houses. The other dwelling
with a non-typical floor plan for the second quarter of ‘the nineteenth century is the
Boyer/Speakman House (Map #2). This house is based on a hall-parlor plan which
was widely employed during the early settlement years of the county but was replaced
by more modern arrangements by the close of the eighteenth century.

Two additional buildings in the community reflect the influence of federal archi-
tecture. The 1819 Grove Tavern (Map #8) is a clear example of a 2/3 Georgian double
pile plan house. The use of quarter round gable end windows in the ends and the in-
terior wood work all reflect current building trends and as befits a tavern the struc-
ture is very massive, To help support the weight of the upper story, there is a
fuli support wall in the basement that runs from gable end to gable end. The common
rafter pairs are tied into a king post truss system as additiona£ support for the roof.

The very federal c. 1820 Grove Parsonage (Map #4) displays the fully developed
vocabulary of Federal design. The use of rounded window reveals, the interior wood-
work and the fan light over the front deoor all show close attention to detail and an
attempt by the builder to produce a high style that is somewhat out of keeping with
its vernacular neighbors but would reflect the status of the shopkeeper for whom this
house was built.
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See Attached.

List all states and counties for properties overiapping state or county boundaries

state " N/A code HM/A county 7 code M/

state SiA code i county o code 1.
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1) West Whiteland Historical Commission

organization 2)  Brandywine Conservancy date  January 1982
1) 222 N. Pottstown Pike 1}y 215-363-8091
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
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665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
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Verbal Bouncéary Description‘

Starting at a point on the west side of Grove Avenue moving south along
Grove Avenue for 600 feet; then rorthwest crossing Avenue and running
along the rear of lots No 3 and 5 for 300 feet; then south crossing
Boot Road for 250 °"ft; then northeast along the southside of Boot Road
for 325 ft; then southeast along edge of cemetery for 775 ft; then
southwest along edge of cemelery for 625 ft; then northwest along
cemetery for 525 ft; then socuthwest cr0551ng Boot Road and along lot
No. 8 for 300 ft; then northwest along lots 8 and 1 and crossing Boot
Road for 350 fi; then southwest for 200 ft; then northwest along rear

of lots 9, 10, iy for 600 f%; then northwest along lot 11 for 425 ft.
to starting point.



-

NPS Farm 10-900-# OMB No. 1024-0018
-~ e Exp. 10~31-84

United States Department of the Interior ,

National Park Service ;:‘Fur NPS use only
National Register of Historic Places ; received
Inventory—Nomination Form * date entered ”
West Whiteland Township, Chester County, P4 IMRA B e e
Continuation sheet Grove Historic District Mem number 12 Page 2

Tne nominated bouncary was determined by connecting the present,
contiguous property lines of all contributing features and the one
intrusion in ordsr to include all land currently associated with the
rssource.,
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